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	INTERIM POLLING ARRANGEMENTS


1.
SUMMARY
The purpose of this report is to provide information about interim matters which have arisen about existing polling stations and to make recommendations about new polling arrangements for polling district B of the Warsop Carrs ward and polling district A of the Netherfield ward.
 Key Decision
This is not a key decision.  

2.
RECOMMENDATIONS
That the Polling Place Review Sub Committee recommends to Council:
2.1
That the Church Vale Primary School, Laurel Avenue be the designated polling place for  polling district B of the Warsop Carrs ward and polling district A of the Netherfield ward.
2.2    That the Heathlands Primary School, Ransom Road, Rainworth, continue to be the designated polling place for polling district A of the Ransom Wood ward.
3.       BACKGROUND

Polling district B of the Warsop Carrs ward (895 electors) and polling district A of the  Netherfield ward (644 electors) - currently served by the Woodside Hall community centre, Wood Lane, Church Warsop.
The existing polling place for the above two polling districts (Woodside Hall, Wood Lane) will no longer be available in future as the Property Services department are currently preparing a delegated decision report to declare surplus and demolish this former community centre. An investigation has been carried out into potential replacement buildings and the following buildings have been identified:

Church Vale Primary School, Laurel Avenue has been inspected and is deemed to be suitable in terms of facilities, access and size to serve as a replacement building for the Woodside Hall. There are excellent facilities in the school and the Assembly Hall is large enough to accommodate two polling stations. The Head Teacher of the school has agreed that the school will be available to use in future as a polling station is that it is ideally located to serve the voters of these two polling districts. It is recommended, therefore, that this building be designated as the polling place for polling district B of the Warsop Carrs ward and polling district A of the Netherfield Ward. 
Other buildings in the area have been identified and inspected as follows:

Tudor Barn (Stable Barn), Church Street, Warsop – This building has been inspected and is reported to be accessible and suitable to serve as a small polling station for voters in the Netherfield Ward, Polling District A. The cost of the polling station will be from £192 - £240 per election. 
Bethel Pentecostal Church, Carter Lane, Church Warsop -  This building has been inspected and is reported to be suitable to serve as one polling station for voters in the Warsop Carrs polling district B  and could also potentially accommodate voters from polling district A of the Netherfield ward if the room is divided into two.  However, the car park slopes down toward the hall around 15% which may provide some access issues. 
Please see map in Appendix A illustrating the location of the above buildings.

Polling district A of the Ransom Wood Ward (currently served by the Heathlands Primary School, Ransom Road, Rainworth)
In May 2017 a complaint was received from a parent of a pupil who attends the above school, who expressed concerns about pupils losing teaching days when elections are held and the added pressure for families.   An investigation has been carried out into potential alternative buildings and the only other building which has been identified is the Methodist Church at 234 Southwell Road East, Rainworth. This building has been inspected and is deemed to be accessible and suitable as a polling station. However, whilst it is situated within polling district A of the Ransom Wood ward it is not considered to be suitable as it is located on the edge of the polling district, is very close to the Newark and Sherwood Constituency boundary and voters from the opposite end of the polling district would have a considerable distance to walk to this building.  
The Heathlands Primary School is perfectly positioned to serve all voters within the polling district and has excellent facilities and it is recommended that this continue to be the designated polling place for polling district A of the Ransom Wood ward. 

Please see the map in Appendix B illustrating the location of the above buildings.

4.
OPTIONS AVAILABLE
(a)
The Sub Committee can approve the Returning Officer recommendations in paragraph 2.
(b)
The Sub Committee can make alternative proposals to those proposed by the Returning Officer.
5.
RISK ASSESSMENT OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND OPTIONS
	Risk 
	Risk Assessment 
	Risk Level 
	Risk Management 

	Electoral
	Voter turnout declines where changes are made to established polling place.
	Medium


	Full consideration of all recommendations made by the Electoral Commission in its guidance published on March 2013 on carrying out a review of UK Parliamentary polling districts and polling places and interim reviews.
Implement comprehensive publicity strategy prior to May 2019 and subsequent elections which will alert residents of changes to polling places including  information on polling cards for all residents, letters to residents, press releases, My Mansfield magazine article and Notices to be published throughout the District. 


6.
ALIGNMENT TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES

This report provides recommendations which aims to promote fairness and equality by allowing the full involvement of the community in the democratic process.
7.
IMPLICATIONS 
(a) Relevant Legislation:

Under Section 18C (1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (RPA) local authorities must carry out and complete a review of its Parliamentary polling districts and polling places in the period specified by section 18C(2)(a) of the RPA 1983, that is, 1 October 2013 to 1 February 2015 (and then in the period of 16 months beginning with 1st October of every fifth year after that). 
The Council completed its full review of polling arrangements in December 2013 and will be commencing its next full review in June 2019. However, the Council are also required to carry out interim reviews of polling districts and polling places should the need arise.
(b)      Human Rights – There are no direct implications to individual human rights at this stage.

(c)
Equality and Diversity – Recommendations on the suitability of polling places in terms of access have been submitted to the Sub Committee as part of the review.

(d)
Climate change and environmental sustainability – No direct implications.

(e)
Crime and Disorder – No direct implications. 

(f)
Budget /Resource – There will be no increase in the cost of polling station hire as a result of the recommendations in this report. 
8.
COMMENTS OF STATUTORY OFFICERS
(a) Head of Paid Service – No specific comments.
(b) Monitoring Officer – No specific comments.
     (c)
Section 151 Officer – There are no financial implications arising from this report, as long as the cost of polling station hire does not increase.  If they were to, then compensatory budget savings would need to be found to help meet the additional cost.

9.
CONSULTATION

None.
10.
BACKGROUND PAPERS
None
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